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TRUE or FALSE? 

  TRUE or FALSE? 

1 Income tax was introduced to Britain in 1799 as a temporary 
measure to pay for the French Revolutionary Wars. 

 

2 Opened in January 1990 before the end of the Soviet Union, the 
largest McDonald’s restaurant in the world was situated in 
Moscow’s Pushkin Square for 22 years. 

 

3 Although work is currently being conducted on the tower itself, the 
Big Ben bell was cast so well that it has never needed to be 
repaired.  

 

4 The first time people were ever asked to ‘spend a penny’ in order to 
go to the toilet was to use George Jennings’ “Monkey Closet” at the 
Great Exhibition of 1851. 

 

5 Dutch legal scholar Hugo Grotius, who later became the Swedish 
ambassador to France, was jailed for reading illicit literature on 
Easter Sunday. 

 

6 During the Hundred Years War, French and British forces were 
involved in a battle over barrels of herrings shortly before the start 
of Lent in 1429. 

 

7 Napoleon Bonaparte’s escape from exile on Elba was only possible 
due to the invention of the inflatable dinghy two years earlier. 

 

8 Sidney Poitier was the first African-American to win an Oscar, for his 
role in Lilies of the Field in 1964. 

 

9 The first confirmed case of Spanish Flu was identified at Camp 
Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas, in March 1918. 

 

10 Despite its prevalence in popular culture, the FBI have never 
published a 10 Most Wanted Fugitives list. 
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TRUE or FALSE? 

 
 TRUE or FALSE? 

1 Income tax was introduced to Britain in 1799 as a 
temporary measure to pay for the French Revolutionary 
Wars. 

TRUE 

2 Opened in January 1990 before the end of the Soviet 
Union, the largest McDonald’s restaurant in the world was 
situated in Moscow’s Pushkin Square for 22 years. 

TRUE 

3 Although work is currently being conducted on the tower 
itself, the Big Ben bell was cast so well that it has never 
needed to be repaired.  

FALSE 
It cracked after just 2 months 

of use but has stayed the 
same since then 

4 The first time people were ever asked to ‘spend a penny’ 
in order to go to the toilet was to use George Jennings’ 
“Monkey Closet” at the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

TRUE 

5 Dutch legal scholar Hugo Grotius, who later became the 
Swedish ambassador to France, was jailed for reading illicit 
literature on Easter Sunday. 

FALSE 
He was imprisoned for intra-

Calvinist disputes but escaped 
prison inside a book chest on 

library change-over day 

6 During the Hundred Years War, French and British forces 
were involved in a battle over barrels of herrings shortly 
before the start of Lent in 1429. 

TRUE 

7 Napoleon Bonaparte’s escape from exile on Elba was only 
possible due to the invention of the inflatable dinghy two 
years earlier. 

FALSE 
He escaped on the brig 

Inconstant 

8 Sidney Poitier was the first African-American to win an 
Oscar, for his role in Lilies of the Field in 1964. 

FALSE 
Hattie McDaniel won Best 
Supporting Actress in 1940 

for Gone With The Wind 

9 The first confirmed case of Spanish Flu was identified at 
Camp Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas, in March 1918. 

TRUE 

10 Despite its prevalence in popular culture, the FBI has 
never published a 10 Most Wanted Fugitives list. 

FALSE 
First published in 1950 

 


